The diagnostic dilemma of "pseudopacemaker spikes".
In a patient who sustained sudden collapse, later attributed to pulmonary embolization, an ECG during her evaluation demonstrated sinus tachycardia and stimulus artefacts at a rate of 250 per minute which did not capture the heart. Implanted pacemaker malfunction was considered the cause until a chest X ray showed a transcutaneous electrical nerve stimulation (TENS) device, which was the source of the artefacts. In instances of rapid stimulus artefacts on the ECG that do not capture the heart, the presence of a TENS device should be considered.